How to Find your Property Markers

An existing fence or structure cannot be used to verify property lines

Property markers, or boundary monuments, are metal pins placed at every corner of the
property, including any angle or change of direction of the boundary line. Each pinis
shown on the survey of each property. Property markers are required to verify property
lines when obtaining permits for certain projects such as fences, sheds, and additions
when construction is close to required setbacks or the line itself. Knowing where the
property markers are can also avoid legal and neighborhood disputes. Property lines, or
boundary lines, are the defined points where one person’s land ends and the
neighboring land begins.

Step 1
Call Gopher State One at 651-454-0002 to locate utilities to ensure you can dig for the
markers safely. They will need a 48 hour notice. This is a free service.

Step 2

Obtain your lot size on the Dakota County website at www.co.dakota.mn.us. Go to
‘Home and Property” and click on “Online Property Records”. Then look for the link to
“Go to Property Information Search”. Type in your address and you will see the
dimensions of your lot on a map.

Step 3

Working from your lot dimensions, use a metal detector to locate the metal pins in the
corners of your property. Markers are typically 6-10 inches below the surface and may
have a colored cap with numbers on the top. Property markers are generally 30 feet
from the center line of the street and 4 feet from the edge of your alley.

Step 4
Put a marker of some type on the uncovered pin. This will need to remain visible until
an inspection is done. Do not remove your property pins.

If you are unable to find your markers, and/or need to have any property markers
installed, contact a licensed Professional Land Surveyor.
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