
































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B 

Section 4(f) Correspondence 

  









 United States Department of the Interior 
 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
        Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance 

                                       Custom House, Room 244 
                                                           200 Chestnut Street 
                                             Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106-2904 
 
   

   
    November 14, 2014 
 
 
9043.1 
ER 14/632 
 
Division Administrator 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Attention: E. Lindsay Butler 
2300 East Devon 
Des Plaines, Illinois  60018 
 
 
Dear Ms. Butler: 
 
As requested, the Department of the Interior (Department) has reviewed the Draft Section 4(f), 
303c De Minimis Finding, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), South Saint Paul Municipal 
Airport (SBS) Project, Minnesota.  The Department offers the following comments and 
recommendations for your consideration. 
 
Section 4(f) Evaluation Comments 
 
This document considers the effects to identified properties in the project area eligible to be 
considered under Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 (codified at 49 
U.S.C. 303§ 771.135), a community garden provided by the city of South Saint Paul, and a city 
park, McMorrow Field.  The FAA proposes to address incompatible land uses that exist within 
the existing Runway 16 Runway Protection Zone (RPZ) at the South St. Paul Municipal Airport. 
The RPZ is a trapezoidal shaped area centered on the runway centerline with the purpose of 
enhancing the protection of people and property on the ground. The central portion of the RPZ is 
the Runway Object Free Area extended into the RPZ (500 feet wide) and is centered on the 
runway centerline. The remaining area of the RPZ is the controlled activity area.  The 
incompatibilities include all or portions of four single-family residential parcels; a portion of an 
existing parking area serving McMorrow Field; on-street parking along South Street; and one 
non-residential storage structure. 
 
The FAA has made a de minimis Section 4(f) determination for the community garden; the city 
moved the garden to a new and better location.  McMorrow Field will be reconfigured and 
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reconstructed under a larger park planning effort, part of the city of South Saint Paul park 
planning program. The incompatible land use from parking spaces in the park will be removed 
through this city planning process. Given that the park redesign is part of an independent park 
planning effort, the FAA felt that the removal of the parking spaces from the RPZ is not subject 
to Section 4(f). 
  
The Department would concur with the FAA on a determination of de minimis impact on the 
community garden, which was moved by the city.  The Department would also concur with the 
determination that the impacts to McMorrow Field are addressed by the independent action of 
the city, and is not a 4(f) issue. 
 
The Department has a continuing interest in working with the FAA to ensure impacts to 
resources of concern to the Department are adequately addressed.  For issues concerning section 
4(f) resources, please contact Regional Environmental Coordinator Nick Chevance, Midwest 
Regional Office, National Park Service, 601 Riverfront Drive, Omaha, Nebraska 68102, 
telephone 402-661-1844, email Nicholas_Chevance@nps.gov. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

       
Lindy Nelson 
Regional Environmental Officer 
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Natural Heritage Information System 

(NHIS) Correspondence 

  


