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           Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission
Minutes of March 12th
City Hall

The Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission meeting was called to order by Mr. Dippel at 6:01p.m. at South St. Paul City Hall    
 
Members Present: Rich Dippel, Cretia Radman, Lori Miller, Nicole Hall & Kendra Sommerfeld
 
Members Absent: Sadie Patet & Josh Regan
 
Others Present:  Shannon Young, Colin Trudgeon, Heather Flock, Pam Bakken
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS 

1A. New Park Commission Member
Ms. Young introduced Kendra Sommerfeld. Ms. Sommerfeld is the newest member of the Parks Commission. Her background in education is Natural Resource Management. She is currently finishing her master’s degree. Ms. Sommerfeld was welcomed to the Parks Commission 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
Motion by Mr. Dippel first by Mrs. Miller and second by Mrs. Hall to approve the Minutes of January 9th, 2024.
5 Yays O Nays Motion Approved.   
 
3. OLD BUSINESS   

3A. Recreation Program Updates – Activities Brochure, Egg Hunt, Springtime Skate, Flannel Fest
Mrs. Flock shared the that Parks & Rec brochure is ready to go in a few weeks. The Giant Egg Hunt is coming on Saturday, March 30th. Springtime Skate took place last weekend and had a good turnout for the circumstances of taking place so much earlier than normal. Mrs. Flock also shared that Flannel Fest received very positive feedback from the community regarding the medallion hunt. The Annual Flannel fest Hotdish Showdown at the Croatian Hall was attended by a very large crowd with twelve entrees.  A lot of Flannels were seen throughout the event! Many thanks to the Croatian Hall for being host site and sponsor! 

3B. Doug Woog Arena Updates
Ms. Young shared they are hosting playoffs this week at Doug Woog Arena that will run through the weekend. The rink will also have the Junior gold state tournament next weekend. The rink is very well staffed this year. Things are expected to slow down a little in a few weeks. Ms. Young also shared that the roof is done, completed, and no issues. Ms. Young noted the arena staff always does an incredible job keeping up with all the activities and the busy arena.   

3C. Wakota Trailhead
Mrs. Young shared updates regarding the Wakota Trailhead. Construction is in process and will include a patio, bathroom, seating area along with a ADA trail that will give people better access to the river trail.  The roof is now attached onto the building. The plan is to open in May, weather dependent. Mr. Dippel shared the boat launch has been packed, is happy its getting attention.

3D. Park Master Plan
Ms. Young shared that the preliminary plans of the Park Master Plan are completed. There was an open house at the library a few weeks previous. There has been a lot of good feedback. Ms. Young also shared that HKGI will be in attendance for the Giant Egg Hunt on March 30th and will allow for the community to see the park plans. After that, HKGI and the city will be looking to finalize the Park Master Plan and be ready for approval. Ms. Young shared there wasn’t much interest in pickleball until recently and is excited for that.  Lastly, Ms. Young shared that all park concepts are now online.

3E. Disc Golf Update
Ms. Young shared that the city is working through the final processes of the agreement for new ownership for the Disc Golf Course. Once finalized, it will be submitted to Council for approval. The city parks staff has me onsite with Flight Deck about the current course and the future improvements.

3F. Simons Ravine
Mrs. Young shared there is no update as of now.  Mr. Dippel suggested the city should be in contact with Dakota County and communicate that the bottom of the ravine needs attention. Ms. Hall suggested she might have a volunteer group that could help alleviate the overgrowth. 

3G. Park Assignment/Visit Report
Ms. Young shared that the park assignment list will be sent to the commission and will be reassigned at the next meeting.


4. NEW BUSINESS 

4A. Color Run
Mrs. Flock introduced the Color Run to the commission. A 5k fun run event that will be taking place at Kaposia Landing on April 27th. We are still looking for volunteers and sponsors.


5. OTHER BUSINESS  
Mr. Dippel brought up the Star Tribune article referring to the money lost from the outdoor rinks and the warm weather. Mr. Trudgeon shared that South St. Paul was only able to open the rinks for 9 days in 2024.

6. ADJOURNMENT – Next Meeting: April 9th, 2024, City Hall Training Room.
Motion by Mr. Dippel first by Mr. Miller and second by Mrs. Hall at 7:01.
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Colin Trudgeon    
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